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The truth of the matter is that there are but few who can
boast of knowing him well, and the masses as well as the
classes both at home and abroad seern to take a peculiarly
keen delight in accepting for gospel truth any sweeping state-
ments made about him by the press of all civilized countries.
Although twenty-nine years of age when he ascended the
throne on June 15, 1888, he may be said to have been at
that time still but a raw youth, continually kept in the
background, and treated more or less like a child, without
any consequence or weight. It is, therefore, not remark-
able that the first years of his reign should have been sig-
nalized by many errors of judgment; for it is not with
impunity that one suddenly releases a person, locked up for
years in a dark room and drives him into dazzlingly-lighted
spaces without a guide, a philosopher, or a friend by his
side to lead him on the way. The mental, as well as the
physical optic has to gradually become accustomed to so
complete a change, and this fact was not sufficiently taken
into consideration by all the detractors of the young mon-
arch, when he, to speak very familiarly, leaped over the
saddle in his anxiety to secure for himself a firm seat on the
throne of his forefathers.
It is well to mention also that Emperor Frederick III.,
who reigned alas ! but for a few weeks, was positively wor-
shipped by the German people, and not without cause,
for he was undoubtedly one of the finest personalities of
this century. His appearance, his demeanor, his unaffected
dignity, kindness of heart, and loftiness of purpose were
difficult to surpass, and it was a bitter disappointment to his
subjects when death snatched him away before he had had
time to carry out the grand plans and ideas which he had
long cherished and reserved for the time when he would
have the reins of government in his own hands.

